
Preface 

This book began as notes. Notes on what makes writing work. Notes on why some 
essays land and others don't. Notes on the difference between words that impress and 
words that convince. 

Umarbek Umarov and Husan Isomiddinov wrote these notes while teaching students 
how to write personal essays. The students needed clear guidance. They needed 
examples. They needed someone to show them what good writing actually looks like. 

Those notes became this book. 

The book has one purpose: to help you write better. Not fancier. Not longer. Better. It 
will show you how to find what matters in your experience, how to put it on the page 
clearly, and how to revise until the words are right. 

This book is part of Agora's mission: building the sharpest pens in the region. Sharp 
writing cuts through noise. It shows readers exactly what you mean. It doesn't waste 
their time. 

The principles here apply to personal statements, but they work for any writing that 
needs to be clear and convincing. Whether you're writing an essay, an email, or a report, 
the same rules matter: simple sentences, concrete details, ruthless editing. 

We wrote this book the way we teach: with examples that show rather than tell, with 
rules you can apply immediately, and with respect for how hard good writing actually 
is. 

If you follow the process—pre-writing, drafting, revising—your writing will improve. 
Not because of magic, but because of work. 

Let's begin. 

 
 
 
 
 

 


